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IBSTBACT • „ 

. • ' ' A longitadipal stndy condacted in six soutHeVa states 

daalt liitMf pgr Pgpalation categoriea fpenr jan^k, rgral yguth, bl&clc 
yoflth, and feiales) fregnently/lleglected in status aspiration, career 
, gpal^ and life plana tesearch. The. te c i "I'lf e plans" includedf - • * 
e dqea tloaal and oceapational _as^ratiojs as well as expectatlops of 
age at ■aEiiage, nnaBer "of chiiareB deEired, and place of resldeace 

ttsq, iiddie 



childhood, and high school factors. The saiple (planned to yield as 
■any blacks as whites and to restrict the atndy to' subjects frosi. 
areas aarfced by pover ty and high qaea ployaentl c onsisted of 311 
4» t !■ ariTr°TWffT"r¥MX€S^ fl6 9 as Tiit h OE^¥i^th 

graders and again in 1975 (if they had not ■arried or dropped out of 



school) and the «ethers. of these gifls. The folloiiiag factore were 
f feand-^to^ b«.~«s«ocia ted- with -Mage-a 



father's educationi prestige of mother's' occapation; perception o£ 
losing, paaishihg Sr deaaBding aothert dccopational counseling of 
danghter by ■ethers self -concept i cccupational and educational 
asfirations-and^exp^ctationsr ocenpat lonal sali 

preferences. Factors' aasociated with larger faaily size ajtpectations 
were; rural residence, bjack race, 'lower soeioeconoaic status, father 
uneaployed, and lower prestige of desired and expected occupation. 
(AS) . ^ r f r 
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-thft^&tudy-deals-with^four-population-cateooFies^FfquaRt 



■status-aspirations,, career goals, and life plans rese5rch--tHe poor of both 
sexfis* rural youth of both=races. f«nalts of both races,- a^nd blacks.^ Life 
plan' is conceptualized as including educational and^ occupational aspirations, 
age at marriage expectations, ffumber of children expected, and desired place 
of fBsidence. Emphasis Is on age at marriage and family size expectations. ' 
Variables used to explain the differences ,in llfe^ plans within, the sarapTe are 

occupations; (t) middle-chi'ldhood factors. Including educational and oqcu- 
*pational as^^irations, girls' self-concepts and parenting behavior of the 
■IrotHej^ljf the girTs; 
occupational aspirations, conceptl^on of the role of women, and the saliency 
occupational role as part of one's life plans. 



of an 



Data come from a regional, longitudinal study conducted in six southern states- 
of the Uni ted States . The saWpl e. was purposive to yield about as many bl acks" . 
and-whites-and to restrict the study-of-those-from-areas marked-by^^^ 



and high unemDlovment. ¥Qung people responde d to questionnaires While in the 
fifth or sixth grade In 1969 and their mothers were also interviewed.' Data 
were again gathered from the students in 1976 when they were, or were ex- 
pected to be, juniors or seniors In high school. The data set for the . 
H»r«sent-stu4y-con^ists-*f~^vec~30a-^^ 

periods. . ■ ' 
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■-■'S:-^ In thai r careful rovlaw of the iitarature^ Falk and Cbstiy^m^ 4^^^ 
stetui-attilrvfflffTt ironing ori^lnrted^ ft r^d^i^ ttf^itKe malt poptflffi-^ 



^: ^ to fftnalts or to tajce into aceoorit the s|ec|al cir^ 

z:^; attw^nt. Actuany,' four population categbries have Been neglected in^ status- ^^75 f 



females^ and^ blacks* The present rfsearch \s an attempt to correct these'de- 
ficlancits. Its Mjor .thrust is on the extent to wh1c%|low-1ncome black and - 
^white^rurai-firl s h^a-beeiv-affectedri^ three^^ 



(I) th^ trend toward later TOrHage^^^^^^ the^ trend toward sma Tier familtesv 



(3) the trend for more women .to see thOTselVes as enacting roles in the pro^ 



ductjva economy, on a If fetime basfs, and' to prepare themsilves for such roles, 
" Ltfe Plans is a bKoader cQncept than statuSja^gplratinng,- Life pfeng. h% 



• here conceptualized, include educational and occupational aspirations* age at 
TTOrrtage expectattons, thi^n^ 

. ^ ip , * 

-_ _ ^ ■ ^ ' ' 

'residence.' While the roles of women have been chariging^ for^he present it 

_ ^ J 1, " . _ S_ „ .1.^.... Lj._._,X„ ,,...1^.. 

seems 'desirable to utilize the broad concept of. 1 ife -plans. iHarrlage and parent- 

hood roles still have- a greater impact on educational and occiupational rolei 

. ■ . ' ■ ' / 

.for women than they -do forjnen. . j * 

The purposes of this paper are; (1) to describe ths Ifie^eti-cal model that 

I have Msed In my studies of life plans, (2) to ftport'^me of the major findings, 
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vfew."TT^;secc5d phase was conducted^ isV^ Wien' were, or coul^, 
b(B "exptectid Junl^ #*^enf orrljir each jtate tWe pH n- 

^ cf pal investigator: sei%^ 



selected, tpermfsslQn was obtained tp-admihf^^ questionnaires to entire fifth 



and sixth grade classesv; Six years Jateri; aH attempt was made t Tocate^t*» 
sairtfr-students-re^rdless-whaFaT-.^^^ 



Completed questionnaires fgr both 1969 and TW5 were obtained from 946 



youtht about half of them girls. ^ Somewhat fewey than Tiaif-Yer^ All of 

the white girls and fiOf of the black girii werB;class1fled as rural: Ihe sample 
for tht present study c^nsists^of jlj_ f em ales who were s tudi ed 1 n both^year s f ' 



who had not droppea out of school by 1975, and who werr not already married, 
'■and"'tfJCTO£hers"of fhesB st^ 
only when the girls werp Juntors or seniors in high .school . Educational and 
t»ccupat1oiial aspirations and other 3'ata \vere p^taiheff"botK whSh the resporidents 
were In "grade- school and In' high school I I consider;th1s an unusually rich , 
source of data, with Information from- the girls at two periods of time and^m 
the girls ' mothers. I have a^empted'^O- organize my,ahalyses a s^fo llows , 
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^£f *^f ^vj ^ ^ Backgrbtmd fa 




: ^ mat existtd 9t *or be 




stofn in :Figure 1 * at tegfimmg "of th€ 
life plans are background favors, character- 



h as^-facei -residence, -and parentaT education 
roe the girl started jehool or maybe 'even before 



"^^-^^.-i-J fcc>rn,* father CacWr In this block bf backgromd characteristics is 3 

renti ng * tha^ is* how. 



-the girl's nerttal abilltif^ 

» Parenting. The^ecqi^^ ock' of ^fartors dea 




thW girl was Bfei ng reared . The, Bronfe 
ti 



^* and /dimwdlng.lt^^ adnriniste 



with its Loving* Pupishing 
0 get^ their perceptions on 
ho^* they.j*are;6ei"ng reared/ Tpt^^ihpr5 fepondedi^/que^lons abQt<fe>^eir ^ 



Ab^flt the: darfahterjs, educational and^ocQupatiPMl.ao^l-- -^tothers also xaspondidl' _ ^„ 



:to tfje Kohri Parental Value Scale {iahn^/1969). this- scale was desiined to 



ffi^sure QmrBLC^r^^ici W Val utd TnWt^ analysiT 



>r€vealfdv that one^ ^t of items emphasized character building, with staterrents 



self-control and is^dept^able. The otfier-^fftter contains items that reflects 



-a-r^therM -cons4deratttrt?^ th^ 
also responded,' in an agree-disagree^foraat, to seven items from an a'chievement 



* vilue^orlentatlon scale «sed by Rosen 1 if a; study of the values ^of mothers anU 



thair.t^riSi 



i 



/ The child at yijdle childhood , ■ The t^n^d block of factors deals with the 

y," > p- — , * ^ . ^ ■ ' ^ \ - 

♦ girl atpiddle cflildhMd, what she wai li^^s a fifth or sixth gj^ader. We 

.ftave a measura'of her self-concept* her academic performance, arid measures of%' 

^6ii*:occy p4t4o^ Al^nd=«ducat4ona4-^ s 



pe'csonality* perfonTancls and aspiration factors can be* viewed" as the outoomes 
of tbi parenting the ginl has received* . ■■ \ 
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Fathlr's education 




fbther'^ ^cfiievenent values 

^mtaj i|catfonal aipira- 
tionf jfideitpictatjoiir 



Mld's pirfeption.of pareirtaii 
*lSBirations , ^ 



. EMS^ ^l". ' junior or ssiior ■ ' I 
Acad!iic'perfomanq^4- ,;-^ademe perftraance' ' 
tdacatignfl aprafite ^ and expeetatfops " 

aniipctatiis . at narr^'-epeta^A'"- 



Family iiii expectatlir 
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Tfe youth fn high seftTOl^-^Titt final ^lock of factors con^lstg. of ^ * 

deal with tha^ youth at setfijA^-or^nioir high school aga> It contains 
^ ^ naastii^c^ of her age at Mrrlage ^pectatldnSs fanMly size 'expectations, acadOTic' * 
' per forming, educatTonal and ^iccupticNnal asp^^ ^ and' remi3entfal prefer- 7/ 



encef. _ / ' T ' 



The organiaat^ of* fhii paper is as follows. Variations in the life plans 

: ^ ^ . .. . _. V ^^---.^ - - ^ - . . 

of high schopl girls-- the ItOTS in the fiKal block^wilT he-amlyzey to'dis-^,.s.-^ 
jcover igfluencgs^ 

\parenting^fhavior» and mtddle childhood factors^ The analyses concentration 
age at marriage ejCpectations and family size expeqtatiow* Eci^atlonaU edu- 
; cational; and residential plains are largely used as' explanatory variables, ^ . • 



' * ^ ' Age a t^rrl age Expectations . ) ^ ^ 
fteifyiage-and its timing ha^ consid|rable impaot on-the 1 ife -91303 and 
_Iife chances* For womefi, youthful marriage has a number of costs* ^^ne'cost 



of eaffly marriage is Its associatfon witH higher fertility which, ^n turn, 
exacerbates economic difficulties 3nrf ray „not_ be Jn„4 



socTety. . ftflottier eosj of yautfifuV marrl^gi Is - thi 

associated with it. {This association has Been recognized for yeacs and still 

jsrevaiTs* For girls particuTarlys youtRTul marriage^ is an effective barrier 

to' higher ^^^^ ™y 1nvo1v| three costs,. Firsts therti is the de- 

'•pr^atlon of tfte education iye1f, Second, there is the lov^ered probabil ity ^6f 

finding satisfaction in an occupational role. The third cost is ^an economic v 

^ dne, the lowered earnings of^ woman who was not able to prepare' herself for 

*a gpod-paying job.» /W viev^of these costs* one, can agree with Elder and Rock- 

^- welly's conclusion thai .early marriage Identifies a life course of relative 

. ^ . ^ ' ^ * ' 

^^^depr1tffffQh^^976)^ ^ . ' - . ^ 
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PdagroyM^'stQg^d Age at Mapriage ^yppcf^tions . - . ■ . * 

' ■^^^'^ *f °^^*^'^9**0"^'i^cto« In^strgated for their rilitionshlps, ^ 
mtrf ige at marrla'ge ^ertatlonr of Wjh fchoel girTs. One of .tK^e race. 



* It wa|jtotm<i.^bt wSite gir^ aae at ma rrlagi' expectation of 20.6 

, ' years, rural, ba'a^ks 23.5 and urban blacks 23.4. Afl \o.f the wh>te girls liyed ' 

* . i^-ruraJ artas but'lt-canT be noted that araong, blacks tfte residence fac^ was^ 
z 'z . i . ' , . ' :, ^ ' ... ". ., , - : 

' not^related to narrlaie plans. Detailed analy^s discovered fdur geDeral 

j!gas^s^wtiiL.black.glnls.are^ 



^ One reason Is that th^ have higher ^ducatfonarand occupational goals than 
white girls and these hlghe^goalr are related to a delay, in marital timing. 
Another reason Is that the 'black girfs eorae from larger and soiwwhat poorer 
families wh4,ch means that there is .l6ss likelihood of receiving paren||l aid ' 
* for a youthful marriage; Stilf r thlrd reason Is that falac^ ftave feWer 
. opportunftles to fnarry 4n that the ftien'whd they could marry do not want to 



marry young,- while a high proportion of wiiite n»les expecl. to rio so. Finally, 
filack-girls.-se«i -less~interested 1r mar 

likely to consider being a housewife only, they are more likely to see a 



n's role as including emplpyment outside the home, and they, are less 

' ^ » ■ ^ __JL______-__..! L__™___^ 

likefy to have talked with^-parents, relatives, and ^thers about marriage, 
children, and working mothers. " 



Turning to afnother .background factor, mother's education, showed practi- 

• three groups of girls. For all three groupf, howev^r.-^he higher the father's 
.education, the ^der girl expe'eted to« be ^t marriage. ^ 

• others were given an Ofcupational .scOr% of pne to^ three depending on ■ 

, ,« ' ■ , ■ ' '/ ' 

whether they d1d_not work outside the home, worked part-yme, or worked full- 
time. For an th^nee groups of girls it was 'mund -that tfte higher the mother's 
work score, the older the' girl's expected age at marriage. None'of the 

J - - - - .... - . 

1 ^ , 




urtan blacif g1rls,i^t statistictjLfy signlff cant RelationsMp was found between 
ti» Pirestige score of mother's occupatton and girl's fge at marriage expeGta- 



tions. -niat IS, the higher -tht prestige of her jnother's occupation^ If the 

1 ^ - " ■ ' ■ ' ■ : • 

mother was -working oUtsfde the home, the. older the girl expected' to be at 
marriage. There was no relationship between rother's occupational pcestlge 
* an4 girl 's terri age plans amortg white" girU 

— ,,...^^filrl & Ji n -the-saiBol e wera oi ven- the Otl^i : ^es t-nf - MpntaT^ Ahil i ty- wh^rt 



they were In the fifth or sixth grade. Assuming mental aM 11 ty is a^lar 
tively stable factor, it can be treated as a background factor. ,The Btis' 
score wais positlvely j^lated tq^a nuittoei of variables In the stu^y such as' 
the 'girl's educational aspirations and her nnther's aspirations , for her. 
However, there :was no reTatiPshlp at alf betwe^ the" Otis score; and age 
at marriage expectations for white girls or for rural black girls. -Urban 



black girls showed_a jnodest but nonsignificant relationship with^the higher 
-~ -the -Otis score the older the 5lrl expected to" be-at -tliiie 
' •/parenting Behavior and Age at Marrlagl Expectations . / ' " 
^ A fundamental assumption in the social -psychology of chlldrearing is 
that parenting behavior makes s difference. Fir good or for ill, what we 
do to c^i^ldreo affects their personal itiej^ . The investigation of the 
effects of p arentin g during the middle childhood years,'on age at marriage 

^ , Lexpectations deals botL with „the_gij-l5,' perceptions of parenting as-well 1^^- 

as reports from their mothers. • ' ' ' ' 

Perceived parenting behavior . Perceived parenting behavior was mea- 
sured by the girls respQnses ,to the.Jronfenbrenner Parertt.Behavior Ques- 
'tionnaire (Devereaux, Bronfenbrenner, and Rodgers, 1969).' Si'egelman con- ' 
- ducted a factor analysts Of the scale items and concluded that Iher^ we^e 

three dimensions labeled loving^ punistilng, and demanding (|iegelfnan. T965'; 
'., 163). A factor ana lysis by Proctor, the statistician on the present regional 



iSCTtfrHy the %mm gruuy (Pi u ject u S ^3t^ 
^ /^SltgtTmin (1965) !c6?^luded' that the loving Iteis jiepict a. parenf 'wh 
readily available for counsel, support, and assistance,* Juch a parent furtter 
enjoys being with the €hi1d» priises the child, ii^iff feet lonatei concernedp 
and has confidence In^the child, Riasonlng that loving" parenting should* 
result in girls' deling good about thaiKelveSs and thus about their poten- 
tials, the hypothesis was phrasedt The Mre loving the perceived pirenting, 
Qlderj'tho girl wtll expeetrtir^b^^a 



Girls' pwceptions of having a loving to ther showed a TOdest ffelatiiw-^ 
ship with later age it narriage but only for rural blacK girls. -^Basically, 
^€?we\^T:i J^Me 



Slegelman (1965) describes Factor 11, Punishment, of the Bronfenbrenner 
Parent Behavior Quistlonnaire as follows. Punishment' shows the greatest 
aro u n 0 f j^n s 1 s te ncy on the^cal e factor 1 oadi ngt. This facto r g haractgr- 
Izes a parent who often uses physical and nonphyslcal punishmini^with Tittle 

concerf^fiDr the feelings and nieds" of his ctiild, and frequently for no 

- - ^- - - - -- - -- - -. ._ - ■ ■ - 4^ ■ - . . - ^ ■ .. . . - . ■ . - 

apparent reason. .Although rejtctlon^r hostility by th# parent is not 
explicitly noted in the items* it is strongly suggested." One can assume - 



that a girl who perceives she is being punished further perceives that siie 
1 s. !in need of. pun ishmnt * _ Thus ^ J ess punishing jhoul ± res ul t in a girl 
feeling good about herself and her potentials. Accordingly^ the study 
.hypottes is became ^ The lower the punishing seore the older the gi rT will t 

be expected to be at time of marriage. ^ 

* * ■ w 
About half of the punishing Items of the Bronfenbrenner scale showed 

a motjest correlation vith eMU^^ age at marriage for whltft^irls* and 



sewral more were in t)ie right direction. While a number of punishing 
itemsTwefe in the right direction for both rural and urban black girls, all 
of - the. CQnrel ati Qns_we£sc.^1 te J ow and nQna^was^lgni f i cant. Thp.re 1 % thus. 



soae s upp ort for the hypothe s Is T ur w ti i l e g i r1 s b u t m t F o r b !ac k -g1 rt yrr^ 
' The. deaanding factor se^s.^o. contain a mixture' of Items. peyVtould . 

^ r®.t?^?i ^ ^^"^^^^^ the world 

outside the ft»^ or they %6u|| reflect an overburdeTring-Mnd of parenting * ♦ 
.that would majte a girl anxious to leave home. For. urban. black girls, the • 

-^fflpre denanding the mother^s -perceived to be'thejowr the girl's expected ^ 
age at iarriage.' The denanding items did not work for rura.l black or white 

r-'-gtrl-s"r-^-'^~"-— -s^r 1--'^-—- — ^^-—^—-—^ 



Itothers' responses . Perceived Wrentlrtg raay not be the* same as .what- the 



mother a^ually does'. Since the niothers were also 'interviewed, we can deter- 

^—-^^ — 

related to the girls age at marriage expectations. Mothers were asked how 
'frfquently they talkid to^ their child about how far she should go In school* 
Talking a lot about- school plans was associated with yoUnger age at marriage 
expictatlons for yrban b^aclc girls and white girls but with older ages for 



rural",b1ack girTsv 



Mothers also responded to a questldn whrch asked how far they wbuld - 
^ like their daughters to go in school; This yarlable did not prove to be 
* •important for white girls or rural black girls* For urban black girls* the^ 
yoy^tr l^ mothers, reported that 

they hoped the girl finished^college. Talkfng to a daughter about the kind 
- of -job-sht-p^lght' hold was positively to age at marriage expectations 

for both urban find rural black girls* There was no correlatipn amortg whites. 
There was no relationship between prestige of occupation desired by black 
fnothers for their daughters and their .daughters expected age at-marr^aje. 
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— — ^ ^ ^ Lllf^ - ^ ^ ' _ ;7 ^ 

An^ng whites^ the higher the prest1^-of the mothers^ occupational aspiration 
for da^g'iHers, the older the girl expected to be at marriage, , ^ . 

^ As'mentinnpd earl ier> the Koha^f a rental Value scale was adialnistfirpri 



tp moth^^ Among whites only mothers "stress on the development of outgoing 
; : personality (traits was modestly assoctated with lower age^ at marriage^ IBasi- 
cally, howevert despite its theoretical importance the^ Kohn scale did not ' ; 



work well in explaining the dii^erent age at marriage expectations of low 
income black or whjte' girls, * , ' , 

Mothers al^o responSed to seven itecns from the Rosen qchieyement value 



orientation" scale. There was* little support for the hypothesis that mothers 
who value 'achievement rear daughters who also value <ich1evem6nt and who thus 
are willing to postpone marriage, i ' - j 

Middle Ghildhood Factors and Age at Marriage Expectations . ' 

The investigation of middle childhood factors rests on the^ assump.tion ^ 
that the goals and personalities of fifth and sixth graders would be related 

D la ter exftress ions ^pf their- lif e p ians^ Lt^was aatlclpa ted . ^ that a s^aArXy 

as middle childhood .some girls would have the attitude that they are the sort 
of person who should plan an extended education and should aspire to an occu^ 
pational career. They would. have -a good self concept.' Such girls were.^ 
expected to be willing or anxious to delay marriage. Meanwhile * it was 



expected that other girls would have a different attitude set. They would 
, have a lower self-concept and would have lower educational and occupational 
goals. It" was expected that such girls, at high school age, would expect to 
marry at younger ages. 

Sel f-concept . How chiliireh perceive themselves should be related to 
what they do, and what they will attempt to d^. Lipsitt's self-concept 
scale was used to test the hypothesis that the better the self-concept, 
the older' the girl would expect to be when she marries. The scale consists 
of twenty- two descriptive words or phrases which the child checked according 
, to how well she believed it described the way she feels about herself. Good 
' self^concept was found to be associated with later age at marriage only for 



. • ... . ' ■• . . . '..-10- ■ ■ . . ' . 

^ rural black. glcls, ' ■ \ ^ 

Occupational aspirationh For black girls, there was practically no 
relationship between the prestrge score of the occupation they named in 
grade school- as the *one they really wanted and the expected age at' marriage 
they gave at high school age*- Interestingly, for urban black girls only, 

the prestige of the job they expected to have, as opposed to the one most 

;^ . ^ ^ " ' » ■ 

rfeslredPshowed a significant correlation^ with age at marriage plaiis; the 
higher the preitlge of expected occupation, the later the expected age at 
marriage. For white girlsi 'there was a negative, significant relationship 
between, prestige of desired and age at marriage plans and there waino associ- 
ation between expected job and age at marriage expectations. 

Educational aspirations . > For black girl|, whether rural or urban, there 

was no association between the years of schooling desired or expected and 

. — : — : 0% . . . 

age at marriage expectations. Among white girls, the greater the^esired 

number of years of schooling, the older the expected age at marriage (r - 

.2'5, significant beyond \ 01 level). Similarly, the greater the expected 

years of school i the older the expected age at marriage (r - .32, significant 

beyond 01 IrveTi^r 
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lescent Factors' Related to Age at Marriage Expectations 
The parenting and mid£lle childhood factors will be suFmarlzed at the 
end of the section dealing with factors affecting age at marriage expectations- 
The next task is to sunitiarize the analyses of the factors measured when the 
respondents vfere juniors or seniors in higlh school. 
Occupational Sallency ' - = 

One concept used in this stage of the inve^Tgation was that of occupa- 
tional sallency or how central a place working Outside the home had in the 
lives of high school girls. Low occupational saliency is conceptualized as 
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aspiration for less prestigious jobs, ,lack of striousniss ^^^ccupational 
plans, poor job knowledge, perception of unfavorable reward-cost bs%nce in 

an o ccupational role, and p e r c e ption of fa vo r a b 1 e reward- cp st balance in' 

a wife-homemaker role. 

One item dealing with the seriousness of the high school girls was a 
question asking if they had ever thought about the kind of job they might ' 
I have In the future. The older the expected age at marriage, the more likely 

^they were to say that they had thought a lot about it. Another measure of 
_ seriousness was an item dealing with the persons to whom they had talked about' 
a future job,. For white girls and urban black 9irls, none of the analyses 
showed signi ficant ^or systematic differences between expected age at marriage 
by the various persons talkd||to about future jobs, ^ For rural black girls, 
both taTking to an older sibling and talking with some other relative were, 
^^'ssociated with younger age at marriage. However^ taljdng with an adult 

friend or neighbor about a future job was associated with older age at marriage, 
One explanation for these fadings is that girls who are more serious about 
an occupational career seek^n format ion outside their families while the 



less serious consult with family members* 

The only measure of occupational knowledge available was whether the girl 
was able to state an educational requirement for the job she said she wanted 
or whether* conversely, she replied "don't know." The older the girls expected 
to be at marriagei the more I'ikely they were to specify an educational require- 
menti This was true for white girls and for bothcategories of black girls. 

The perceived rewards of an occupation were ^pped by asking the girls 
how important were each of^^even features, such as making money and helping 
others, in the job they disired. For white and urban black girls, the older 
the expected age at marriage, the more likely they were to attach Importance 



. ' , -12- 

to the -chance for exciting and interesting work. For white girl.s onlyi the 
' older they expected age at marriage, the more likely were they to attach im- 
portance to the job reward of helping other people. 

It v^as reasoned that among the costs of an^ccupational career is that^ 
of overcoming barriers to get the 'occupation one wants. Among urban black 
girls^ the older the expected age at marrfage, the less likely was not having 
enough money fon college seen as a strong barrier^ to occupational achievement, » 
but'^there was no association for rural black girls. Among black girls, the 
older the- expected age at marriage, the more race was seen as an occypational 
barrier. _ An ex-post- facto explanation, not consistent with the barrier hypothesis, 
is that since b,lack girls who expect to marry young also aspire to lower-prestige 
QccupationSi their race, realistically, is not likely 'to interfere with their ^ 
job plans. Cor/sistent with the barrier hypothesis, the later the age at expected 
marriage, .the less Jikely were ty^ban black girls to se§ tfie necessity for 
leaving family and friends as a barrier to getting a Job th|0wanted. 

.Among white girls, the older the expected age at marriage, the less 
likely not enough money for college^ was perceived as a barrier to occupationaV ^ 



achievement* V/hi'te girls who expected to delay marriage were more likely to 
1 * - 

Sfe insufficient job information and their sex as barriers to getting' the job 



wanted. This could be due to the fact that they aspired to higher level * 
jobs and it is realistic to be concerned about^ their sex and lack of job 
information. 

Contrary to the barrier hypothesis, more black and white girls who 
expected to delay marriage saw the lack of job opportunities in and around their 
home communities as a strongsbarrier to their occupational aspirations than 
did girls who expected to marry young. .It is^^e that there are fewer oppor- 
tunities in the small towns and rural areas for the higher leveV jobs to which 
these girls who expect to delay marriage aspire. But this would only be a 
barrier if they also perceived that they could not move geographically or if 
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the desire to remain .in the home cbnimunity was strong. 

The opposite side'of occupational saliency is the per^ived reward in 
the wi^fe*homej^aker ^ onl y rol e^ ^^^ Ri^ pon^^ were, asked to ^chjck ; any of twenty 
4obs on a list that th&y had recently been thinking tibout for themselves. 
Checking "housew1fe\Dnly" was sigriificantly related to youthful marriage for 
white girls and for both rural and black girls.* Responses to a scale 

measuring atti tudes toward worten working , outside the home showed a statistic- 
ally significant relationship with age at ifiarriage plan^s for white ginls only, 
that is, the more, accepting the position on married wpmen working outside the ( 
home the later the expected age at marriage,^ Particularly for white girls, ^ 
^the measures indicate support for. the hypothesis that^the greater the per- ^ 
ceivey rewards In the homemaker role, the -younger will be the. expected age 
at marriage* * . ^ . 

The tests of the vanious hypotheses , taken together , are seen as 
supporting the general hypothesis that the lower the saliency of an occupational 
role In a g1rl*s life plans* the younger will be the e)^ected age at marr^iage. 
Residential Preferences 

Where a person wants to live as an adult is part of his or her life . * 
plans. Two items on the questionnaire dealt with residential preference. It 
was found that twenty percent of the urban black girls who planned to delay 
marriage wanted to live in their present comriunity or very near it as .opposed 
to *71 percent of those who wanted to marry in their teens. About 30 percent 
of- the rural black girls wanted to remain in their home community but there 
was no association with age at, marriage expectation's. White girls felt very 
strongly about remaining in their home communities, with 86 percent of those 
planning to marry 1n their teens and 55 percent of those planning to postpone 
marriage giving this response. 
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A second residential item def4t^1th si ze-of-pVace preferences. A 
' S'izeable proportion o'f both; ruraf bl-ack and white t>r>3j planning to delay 

~=itfnar-r-tagfr,-5ft^pBrcervt-and^63-,pftnceivt~r.espm 

1 * / ■ ■ , / 

or in a small town.- For white girls, the propor.tion giving this response 
was lower than those for girls planning to marry at a youthful age* There 
^as no relationship, between size-of-place preferences and age at. marriage ; 
expectations for urban black girls. ' f' ' > 

Educational Plans ' ' . . ' 

Wiji lei'there is a high correlation between occupational and educational 
aspiration's, independent effects of educational pUns on^, age ^at rfwrrlage 
e^pectatipris werfe in\^esti gated. For all three groupLS of girls; the higher 
ttte educj^twrial aspirations at high" School age, the l&ter* the age at marriage^ 



The^-^^oeffic ient Af correlation^ ( .30) was significant only for white girls. 

The relationship bst^een age at marriag^ expectationfs an(f' educational expecta- \ , 
tions--how far In school the^ think; thejf really will flo— ^/as about the^^saffie^ • \ 
as that for aspirations; Th^e was^no consistent rllationship between academic 
performance in high school a'M agq at marrjage plans. - . 
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SuniTiary of Factors Affecting 'A'ge it Marriage Expectationj 

-Before turning to othj&r aipiects of the^i'fe plans of low-i.ncbme girls,' . ^ 
let me summarize the findings^w'i th regard to age at ;^arriage expectBtlons . 
The fol Towing background fac tops were found to b6 associated with age at 
marriage expectations: , ' - 

Race - Black girls, older age at marriage expectations 

Father's education - The higher tl^ 'father's education, the older the 

, — , — , - , ■ , 

girl expected to be at marriage * *. /-i 

Mother's work score - The highir the mother^s work score (reflecting » 
full, part-time or no work outside the home), the older theTTrl expected 

to be at marriage • ' 

* ' ■ ■ . • ' \. 
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Prestige of mQther's occupation; - The higher^ the prestige of the^ ^ 
mother's occupation, the old^r the girl expected to be at marriage 
(bH5 th4 ca tegor 1 es _ o f b 1 ac^ g i rl s _on 1 y j \ . * _^ _ ^ 1 _ ^ _^ _ 



The foil owiflg middTe chiWhood parenting behavior patterns were found 
to be associated with age at^mar^riagfe expe^ctatlons, . 

Perception of ]Qvjnq mt\\e^ r h modest . relationship showing the more' 



loving the moth'#^^ the later the expected age at marriage (rural tlack^ 

i V if * * 



girls only) 

Perception purilshlnf mother - The more. punishing the. motheri th^ 
younger the expected aga at nmrrlage (white girls »only) - * 

\ 

Perception of demanding T|pther - If^ more demanding the mother, the 

younger the expected age at marriage (urbarf^black girls pnly) 

^ = , ' ' it =^ 

* ' ^ ■ 

Mother ^s occupational counseling - TaHing with daughter about a 
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possible future jdt was associated with later a^e' at marriage (urban^ 
and black girls only)* The higher the presage of mother's bcc^upBtional 
aspiration for daughters, the older the girl expected to b^ at marriage 
(white girTs anly). , ' * ^ / . 

The following features of the grrls* personalities aitd attitudes It 

*^ ' ^ * * ' 

middle-childhood were found to be associated, with age at marriage expectations: 

* . ' ^ . ^ ' ^ ' I ' 

Self-concept ^ . The better the self-conc^t, the later the age at'marrlage 

expectation (rural black gtrls only) - ^ . 

OccupatiiDnal aspirations 'and expectatfons - The higher the prestige 

expected (but not desired) occupation^ the later the expected age^4t 

marriage (urban black girls Only^- The higher the prestige of desired 

^occupation/ the lower the expected age at marriage (white girls^only) 

Educational aspirations and expectations - The higher the educational 

ispirations and expectations, the later the expected age at marriage ^ 

(white girls only). ^ ^ * 



. . < . -ID- • . . 

,v r/?t high^chool aa^i the following factors wefe fotind to be«assocftted 
' ( f ' . ( . ■ . ♦ 

witn pe at fnarriage expecta^ons: ^ . , ' 'a * ' 



pt . 

. e 'the expettel age at marriage, ' ' ' / , ^ ^ 

^ d ^Residential preferences - DeSire to remain In home community associated ^ 
with^yoiinger expected age at marriage (white and urban black girls only) 
Edu^tlonal aspirationis and expectations - The lii.gher the educational - 
aspirations and expectati^nsi tfre older the expected age*at marrlageX^ 

Family Size Prtferences ^ ^ ^ ^ 
. A girrl family size preferences 1sja;( Itnportant aspect of her Tf'fie plans. 

* ^ 1 _ ' * y ,u 

\ While the situation is-=changing, ihild care falls dlsprQRortionately on the ^' 
' motheir as opposed to the "^athftr^ JhG"more children a woman has, the less 
time she has' fOB^ursu-iti, other thai^ckl3-4-^!C4CT^-^^£i344dy^ 
her ab1,lit|f to. continue education beyond high school and' to pursue ah occupa*- 
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tlonal career. The rTOre'children a.wAnanMSs ^e qlder she wi^ll be when * * 
childbeari/ig and the care of young children^is completed and, consequently,- 

^ / ' ^ V ■ ^ 

the more difficult It will be to retrain for an occupational career. 

||ie pljrpose of this section is to report our findings on backgrojJnJ, 

middle childhood, and adolescen^^factors associ-ated wit^ family size ex- . ' 

# • ■ ■ • ■ , s - 

^.pectatnpns. ' " . ^ ^ 

^ackgrpund Factors and Family Size Expectations \ ^ ' 

Race and rural-urban residence proved to be tv/o important background * 
fa^ztors associated' with -family size expectations. As sbdwn in Table 00, rura^l 
white girls were, the least likely to say that they expected to have no child^ren 
or one child followed by rural,''biack girls and urban black girls in that order. 
Fully 46 percent of the rural black girls expected to have three or more 
children, a considerably^igher pi^oportion naming this family size than of 
the other two categories of respondents. 
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None 



: ■ One 



% Table 00, Family Size Preferences of Low-Intome' High SchooT Girls 
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Another background factor investigated wAs socioeconomic status. •While 
the respondents were all from low i/icome families, It wa"^ possible to divide 



them in to h i g h e r arid lowar socioeconomic categories using the Hollingshead 
technique. There -was a teRdency for girls in the higher of the two*low 
,uicorne groups tb have smaller family size expectations. This was true for 
both urban and rural blacks buX particu>ar,ly for whites, ,wheVe it wSs found 
^^lat of^ the girls who expected no children 41 peroent were..1n the higher 
to 27 



p'*^roup*as opposed to 27 percent of tnose'who expected three or iix)re children. 
H frhere was a tendency also ,for the 'g>r1s ^expecting n^children or one child 

^" ^ , ^ y r _ L ^ ^ ^ ^ . , . ^ 

to come from familias wher% the *huSDand-fathgr-wa% employed while^ftore of the' ^ 

- V girls .expecting two'or three or more children .came from families where he 

^ was unemployed. Thus, even withiin a low income saniple it appeals that expected 

'_% _ ^ \ ^ ^ 

fa|tT^ ^ize^vanes inversejy witn soeij)economic status* ^- 

Parents, education, while part jDf socioeconofflic status, could be expected 

; to Rave more direct 1nfJuence\on girl&* family size expectations * perhaps through 

* effects on girls' status ^aspirations. Mathers education was positively related 

..^^to^their. daug^ei^^^ l^^ize^kpecta^ons for wMte girls^a 

girls but invlrsely related for urban black girls,' Father's education showed 

no relationship for white and urban black girls but was positively related with 

. family size expectations for rura^l black girls with a coefficient of correlation 

of .17, significant at the .07 level. 

Previous research has investigated the relationship between size of family 

of orientation and one's expected family size. One general hypcsthesis is that 

experience with a certain division of ^abo^ within the family and a certain number 

of family roles leads one to view these things as normal and desirable which, in 

turn, leads one to repeat the arrangement in his or her family of procreation* 

In the present study, there was no relationship between the number of people in 



the household and girls' expected family size. Similarly, there was no relation- 

; ..." - ' • ■ ' ' ' ' , 

ship between size of nucUar family, whetheh*"or not they were all still* ^^ving 

urban black.* ' ^ * . ^ 

Another family structure variable of theoretical importance is whether the 
respondent was living ^1n a father-present or in a mother-only househo^. Almost 

, all of the white girls were living in a mother-father ^househol^d so' the tendency 
for this to be assocfattdwi^ lower family s1^ expectations may not be 'too 
important. Among rural b^lacic girls, liuing with both parents^was associated with 
larger family size expectations and a similar , although much weaker, prevailed 
for urban black girls. * ^ ' 

^ Whether or not a girrs mother Is^employed outside the horn? could be expected* 
-~^^h^¥^-^fr-mf^nwc e on thB ^j r\^% Hfg p tanyi — Anro rking mother shQ iiTil~s?r ve a^5 . 
a role model showing what can be done and^ perhaps, what should be done* Among 
white girls in the present study, more of the girls who expected to havt three 
or more children had mothers who were emplyed full'-time outside the home, but 
the^ reljitions^^^^^ was^not strong^ The opppsi te rel aiionship was^ found .for Mth 
rura] and urban black girls, that is* the girls whose mothers were empjpyed full- 
time outside the 'homg were more likely to expect to have no children or one ^ 

- child. Whpre the mother was a housewife only, the black girls were more likely 
to say that they expected to have two or three or morfe children. The relation- 
ship was particularly noticea^ble among the rural black girls. Fourteen percent 
of those expecting no children had a mother who was a housewife only while this 
was true of 44% of those expecting three or more children. 

Middle Childhood Factors 
Clearly, a girl does not first think about how many children she expects 
someday to have as she approaches high school graduation. The family size 
expectation she states as a )ate teenager presumably has been the subject c5f 



a host of developmental influences in her family, among peers, and at schooU 
Presumably alsOi her thoughts on .the number of children^he would like or 
Hpects to hive ^ 
age at*inarriage and an occupational role*/ In this section we 'investigate 
middle cWldhood factors^ that may-be related *to family size expectatipns . 
Particular attention is given to ideas on occup^fcion and ecfucation among the 
fifth and jixth graders and tiow tfrey relai^te^to how the girls as high school . . 
seniors or juniors say. they feel about expected family size, A number of other 

i 

Vafiables measured in middle childhood 'are afso investigated for their rela- 

^ — _ . . . . = .... ^ * - . . — 

tionship with family^slze expectations,. 

' ']_ 

Occupational Rlans _ , ; » ' 

- . ' . , - 

The fifth and sixth grade girls were asked whether they had ever thought 

have and what job they realistically expected to have. They were^lso asked 
to which of a number of specific persons, if any, they had talkied to about 
their ^ccupational plans. Taken together, these items can tell_us a lot about' 
thg^ccupay^najj tMnM _ 
^ For white girls, there was a significant inverse relationship between 
thinking about a job in the future and the expected size of the family. * For 
both unban black girb and white girls, the higher the prestige of the occu=^ 
pation one would really like to Tiave, the smaller the expected family size. 
The same relationship held for expected occupation and expected family size. 
Rural black girls showed a positive relationship between prestige of occupational 
desire and expectations and family size expectations. Perhaps this was due 
to the large size expectations of rural. black girls and the fact that their 
occupatipna-l choices did not cover a wide prestige range. 



for all three categories. of^girJs; not talking to mother about an occu- 
patlon the girl mig ht was assqciat'ecl with, largf family si2e expectations* 
7^"Th fs A^as a" h ig^hlys^ g n i f i ca n t -f a c t o F mo n g r Ur a T b 1 a ?k g i rTs wiTh a coefficient^ ^ 
■ of ^correlation of .40. For white girls 'and for urban black girls the cul%ficients 
were J> and .15 ^respectively. Not talking to father about one's occupation ^ 
was related to large family size expectations but only for urban black girls ^ ' ' 
while not talking to older sibling was associated with large family size ex- 
pectations for white girls and for urban black girl's. All these .associations 
were signiflsant at the .05 Vivel. The response that the girl had talked to 
^ * no ^one about a job she might have was associated with larger family size expec- 
tations^ It was statistically significant only for the rural black girls 

i ■ 

probably because most of the girls have talked to someone. 

• ■ *• ■ 

^^^^^ ^aXefTTo^getFer^ tnese rindings seem quite important. They show that as 

early as the fifth and sixth grade ^irls are thinking about an occupation they 

might pursue. Some have higher aspirations thant others and some talk abouit . 

their occupational goals wth their mothers and other people. In general^ those - 

.gir^^ who tal K about thelr^goal s i ater .wll 3_si^__^._ 

smaller family size expectations. 

Educational Plans - • . . 

_ ' A' parallel analysis was made of the educational goals of the fifth and 

sixth grade girls. There was no relationship between educational aspirations 
/ or expectations and family size expectations, ^Apparently, girls of this age 
compartmenta n2e their thinking about their occupational and educational goals. 
There was a tendency for not talking to anyone about educational plans to be 
^associated with larger family size expectations but it was statistically sig- 
nificant only for white girls. . Attitudes toward school and studying showed 
practically no relationship with family size expectations. ^ ' 



Adolescent Factors Astfpciated with Family Size .Expectations 

Int^is section data are reported on virious aspfcts of educational and ' 
occupational plans*^as measured at ads^scence, and their relationships to . ' 
family Size expectations measured at the same, point in time. One ge'neral 
explanatory Concept Is occupational saliency which refers to how central a 
place an occupation has in a girVs life plans: The general hypothes1s..is 
ttiat ttie larger the family size preference the lower will be the salience of ■ * 
an occupational role. A number of specific hypotheses can be stated to test 
this relationship, ^ \ 

Prestige *of Desired Occupation ^ 

''while it Is possible to want many children and simultaneously aspire to 
a high-level occupation, it Is hypothesized the larger the number of children 
a girl expects to haves the Ibwer will be the prestige of the occupation to 
which she aspires. An item on the quest'lonnalYe asked what kind of job the 

-- ■ ' ' H 

respondent expected to ha^e in the future. The score on Duncan' s, Socioeconomic . 
Index is used as the indicator of occupational prestige (Reiss, 1961). For 
urban blacff' and rural whftrgi;rTs the Tfndfnp were^in the ahticfpated difec^^^^^ 
but for rural black girls there was a positive correlation (.30, significant 
beyond .01, level) indTcltinQ that, the more children a girl expected the higher 
was. the prestige of her expected occupation. , . • 

Seriousness of Occupational Plans 

. ' Among girls who stated a preference for a job, some have thought about 
it a Hihile, have talked to others about it, and have at least a mentfl strategy 
for achieving their goal. OtherSi whUe stating an occupational choice/havr • 
given less thought to the natter. This difference among girls is conceptualized 
as seriousness of occupational plans. It is hypothesized that the larger the 
family^size preference, the less serious are a girl^'s occupational pjans. 



^>^.;:^MJtCT on tha^quesMonna^T 

»of JoiN^^<*ii might have In the' future?" Possible responses were "Yts. a l-ot," . 

wored fronfl to 3 respectively^. Fpr^ll categorits 



r?^::?'^'^!* i^*'"® * "sgatl ve corrf lation, 1ndicatl|i^ 

to the hypothesis, the more chiTdren a girl banted the more'she ha thought 



^ ^ It "fits reasonsed Ih^ f f a high school gtrl fs serious about her occupational 
plans she wotild share har thoughts and p>ans with meaningful others in hsr 

fcfor. In a year or two would suggest a lack of seriousness of purpose. 



Among white girls, the more children a girl wanted the less ifkely she- 
. wai_to-^ay--that~^she™had-tal ked-wHh" her-TO 



or^ a teacber about her futue job; The coefficient of correlatiwi was signlffcant 



only for whether or not the girl had.talkej with her fath§r about her future 
job. Among urban black girls, however ,^the findings were In the opposite 
direction. That is. thp more chTlrirgn a gipl PYportoH, thg r"c>re 1 Ikely she 



was to w that she had talked to her mother, father, other relative, teacher, 
:adarltTfrttfnd arW:^^mtt"ap 

for the last named relationship was -.22,' significant at ,tbe .04 Tevel; the 



remaining correlations were not significant^ A ' , - 

Fo^rura"! blaqk girls, the findings are mixed,; Talking with mother, 
adult friend or neighbor, and the general category "someone eUe" were in the 
hypothesized direction with the larger the e xpected famny size, the ipfis; 
likely were these^onversations about future jdb reported. Talking with 
aCuTt friend or neighbor, as a. matter of fact, showed the strongest rel a tion- 
snlp oT-any rererent person for elther-race with a coefficient of correlation 
\of. .4y, sigmncant beyond the .01 level. Talking to "someone eTse'''was also 



% ; - - . - .P^ - - r _ ■- . * - 

Jitghly^signiftcarit (r .=^-33).- -towevei!^- talking t^^^ father^ oth^ j^laiives, 



teachers* and age mates, while not significantly related to f ami Ij^ si 
eiEptctationSt tended to be in the direction contrary to that hypothesized* 

tin gtneril* while the referent persons ware different, talking about the 
Job one might hoi d in the future wai ofasirved among g1 rl s wi tH expei^ations 
-for small siz6 of family for rural white and rural black girls, Ihis is con* 



Rtent wnit- tht Jdea that those whd^ a revert ous about worktnj outside the ^ ^ 
' home will both tfflk about their occupational plans land will have family size 
<pgc t a ti ons-^oflstetgnt- wi t h -wpr k 1 ng-ou t de- the - h cyF^^^JtowftveJt ^^his-p a^tt&rn - 
.was not found among urban black girls, . , 

Another dimension of seriousness o^ccupational plans Is that conceptualized 
_as^ccupa4ionaLknowledga,^^ H 
occupational knowledge are more interested in an occupation and that girls - - 



—^^^ ^. ._ ^ r^.„ , r_^^__^_-^i — ■- -■ - - — — — — — 

with mtager ociupatlonal knowledge "are more interested In other aspects of their 
life plans, such as marriage -and having children. It was therefore hypothesized 
t hat the larg er t he expected famllv size, the lower wo uld be the girl's knowledge 
of the occupation^she states she would like ta pursue. 

-r -As ly s-one way ^^cupa t iona I knowledgf-^v^s measured 

the present study was through an item which asks how far one has; to go in 
^ ^^hooT^lcr pt" the~1^1M 

t . ' ' ' . ■ 

were classified as those who speciffed some educational requirement and 
those who replied that they did not know the requirement. 

Over ninety percent of rural black girls specified some educational 

— — — ■■ — - - - — - - - -- - - -- - - — -- -- - - - - - — - -- " -- — - - -1- -' - -* • - — - - - - - - -- - -— — ----- 

requirement and of those who did not there was no relationship with family 
size preference. Among urban black girls there was a tendency for. those 

- ^ ^^^^ t hey ^ ^di d not k now the 



J^t^mt it wuld be wrthwhHfi to devtlop a iwrt raft' ned method of "tiasuHng;. 

„ M^5I^M^J^J.y^»^lQwints undj more con^rehensive^iQethod of oMupational 

- knowledge*- ~ ~ i_ _ - _ . _ 

Piitctlved Rewarib and Costs fn^ an Qccupatlonal Rolt 

When dteidlng whether or nSt to work and w^at kind of work she wants to 
do, ft is issiroed that a gfrlmentany cons Ida rs the rewards and costs of 
her options, Gi>ls who plan fully ^embraet an b^^ 



^ ie^ t ^vorafi^ffr-rewar 

aehiava their occupational goal* - 

^fspjffdanW for 
ixclting or Interesting work and the chance for helping other people, were 



nnf vpry Impnrfant^" "important/' or "extremely tfflportant." A m o n ^rura j- 
black girls, the importance of job features did not vary by family size 

fob that yivtib bleacb^ empl^ni^nt" was 



more likely to be .judged extremely important by those girls who did not 



expect to have any children (r ^ -.20, significant at *06 level). Among 
urban blackSi however, the larger^the expected family size, the more 11k#y 



.the girl was to respond that steady rtiployment was an extrwiely fmportant 
job feature (r - .24, significant at .03 level). This was the ortly job. 
feature in which there was a significant difference in evaluation by family 

For*white girls, fthe picture was entirely different. The larger the 
expected fanrlTy size, the less importance waS attached te^ any (?f the job 
attributes. For the rewirds of making a^ lot of mojiey, bicoming an Important 



person, and in^:e^c1t1ng and Interesting work, the^on%1at1ons were signi- 
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one to help other ptopTe. and to be one's own bosSi the correlatlpns approached 

^\ ■ ^ - _^ ^ ■ ■ ■■ 

stgnifieance* There is thus SL^port, for wjNite girls, for the hyM^thesis that 



see 



the larger the expected family size, the less likely they wuld be to 

- ■ _ i -■ - 

ra^ard^ in the dceupatidnal role* The lack of support amongh black girls way 
be due to the fact that m%t of them*' regardless of family size e^xpectationst 
r^ize that/th^ will have to work outside the horn. 

A common cost of an ^cupationaT career^ and particularly occupational 



munlty. It is reasoned that girls who see an occupation as having a central 
place in their lives would be more- willing than other girls to move away 
-f tn^m^thei f^wOTe^onimj n1 ti es. 



For rural black girl sv the larger the txpec ted family size* the more^ 



likely the girl >^as to respond that she. would like to live in or near her 
home community* and the less likely she responded that she would like to 

li\fm in m Hfff^rpnf p^rf nf fhm tInifpH ^fjtP^ THp rQPffiripnt flf correlation 

was • .23, si^ificant at the *05 level- This patterni however^ was not 
~TouM^frtDf%^t?ve^1iJ wer^^u raT V^^h i b f tistf ^ 

the same pattern as rural blacks,, the larger the/ expected family size, the 



less the willingness to leave the home communjty. For rural girls of both 
races, thereforei those for whom chlldbearing seemed more central In their 
lives want to remain 1n their home community^ while those for an occupation 



A second residential preference question appeared on the questionnaire, 
.this one dealing with the size of the place In which the girWwould like to 
live in the future. This was found to be- important only for white girls among 
it was found that the larger the expected family size the smaller the 
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level). "Die faslly-oriented gii:l thus wants to stay around henne 1/» a'soall 
— - ffwimfB ity^tfae^iccttpatToMny ^M'jCTted-glrl U wining-to-iBovfr and tJcefcFs 

- a larger'eity. ' ' - i - ' . ' 

_ . ^, ■ ..... .. , ... . r - , - -. "^t^HHBt 

- Percalved Rewards and Costs of Homemaker Only Role . 1 

It was anticipated that girls who ^nted nior^ children would place a 
^ higher evaluation on thr wi f e-mother-hOTeMW rol e than would those' who 
; want no chlldrw or one child. Rispondents were asked to check any of 



twentjr^tirTliar^fhty had recently Betn tfiTMing about for thimsel ves . ^ Only 
.._.^eaty.,percent. of-4he-TOra l^Ma 
was Itttle, relationship between family size preference and this response. 
For urban Mack gTrls^^he was a.strong relationship with the mors chtld- 



rtn aigirl wan ted tfis m ore l lkily she was to say that she considered the 



^^'teuseifif e only'* ro1i,« The cobrrtcieril uT LU f TyldlluM wdb . 34, ^IgnifTpnt 
beyond the .01 level. None of the urban black girls who wanted no children 

"TffnynTjFBWxni ta wanted only to be a housewife, while thIrty'Seven percent 
of those who expected three or more children gave this response. White 



girls who wanted two, three or TOre children were more lljcely to say that 
they had considered being a housewife only than w#re those who wanted no 
children or^one child, but relaiionship was not statistically significant, 

WucatlonaT Factors ^ 
Even for women, having children and pursuing an ^di^ation are not intrin- 



sically incompatible* One would, of course, have to ^p^f attention to the timing 
of the ivents for if childbearing starts early it may biB quite difficult later 
to return to school and reach one's educational gna1?> The more children a . 
woman.had. the less likely woul d she be able to ret to school. Wnmen eaulri, 



of course* have high ^ducationaT'aspi rations, rfach4thtir goals, and then have 



■ >J - . ' . »■ ■ 

those who follw this pattern would not expect to have jrany children for their 

xhtjdfeni: Thi£^ hypottosis Is th^ the rore Importance ttat 4^* attached 

t#-ediica tlQTi^ the lower will % expected number of chndren. Im^rtance of 
education Is operational lied in terms of desired educationr experted edu.ctt1ons 
seriousness of educational plans, acadOTic attitudes , and school grades* 
Educational Aspiration^and Expectations . * ^ , 

tducatlohal aspirations were meas^ured by i questi brTasRTng^^he gf r1s^hoW7 t 
jfap^they wouW-raai ly 

were coded frwi 1 to 8 for eighth grade to education b^ond, college respectively* ^ 
There was a parallel question for how far they felt they really woul^' goo'n 

schooK / ^ _^ 

For white girlr,~1t war found^that the larger "war the expected ^at i rfly size , — ^ 
the lower were the educational aspirations and expectations. Neither relationship, 
iTowever, was statistically slgn1f1cantT~Simrrart buC'^rofi^r retatlonShlps 



were found for urban black girls with a coefficfent of correlation of -.21, 



significant at the /06 levels between expected fantlly size and desired level 'of 



education and *.14 foh expected level of education. With rural black girls, 



however* the case was entirely different* A positive correlation of *2S, 
significant beyond the ,05 level /was found between e)cpected family size and 
desired education and one of -SS* significant beyond the .01 level, was found 

noted that' 45% of the rural black girls who €xpect to have three or more children 
also expect at^least to finish college/ None of the girls who expected to have' 

: ^^:r3^^...^^.J^-^z- ■ , - . ; 



no children fexpect to fj^ college and 20 and ||S of those who expect to have 
one or two children respectively expect to finish college. These findings are 
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^hcooe. rura^ blacks but high'educatlbnal atfilevefiaent is not.' Thus, We-nsed to 

. 'i.. ■. V ,.:^„' ■ _ .._ '.i^...,. ' 



y Wt alse need to >xp1 a1n why 46t -of ths rural black glrl^have retafned tradi- . ^- 

___ — — _________ ______ ^ 

-tionai high feptillty* values but superimposed on them a des1|e for higher . 

■ # education. ■ - i ■ . . / ... . . ■ % ■ ,. ■ . 

SeHousness j^Educational Plans - ' 

■ " In? part, ^e seriousness of eduM 

relation*^ 



also, that talking about one's educational, plans Is also an indication of 
^erlousnass of Intentions and desires* Ambng whfti girls, the larger the 



expected farnily size ^ the more li kely the girl was to say that jhe had not 
taTkid^ w1 th har fattier or mother aboiJt how far she should go 1 n schooT ,"but 
only the coefficient for talking with father was statistically significant* 
For no ot^er person, such as slbli^, adulCTriend, or teacRar, was there a 
relationship between expected family size and talking about educational plans, 



Ffir urban black girls, talking to mother or father about school pi showed 

noi^rtlltionsh^p to fxpec^ted family s1_z^^ Th®r®Ji?^ ^ ^^i^* r®^^*J^"^^^P*^'^i!.*__ 
in the wrong direction^ between talking to a sibling or another relative about 
educational plans, that is, those who did so^had higher family size expectations. 
For rural- Wack girls, talking with mother or an adult friend about school plans 
was associated with expecting smaller tarni ly sizes, ine coerncients of corre- 
lation were .24 and .22, both significant beyoRd the .OS level. 
Academic Attitudes i ' ' ^ V : 



I,t can, be reasoned that girls who are primarily Interested in haying children 
would not be too Interested in school and woul,d not display favorable academic 
a ttl tulles . This woul d 1 ead to the Hypo tHesi s tha t the t arger the expec ted f ami ty " 
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: ^ MDt1va|lon scale mrt used to mMsure^tudy habits and attitudes towai^ s^Qlr ' - \ 



• to scKmV* and t^ing to^^^d^^ when vpct^^^ 

wtrfr found to' be related to the fexpectatlDn of small faFnlly^sVz^t^ The cdeffijeient 
^of corf tlati on for trying to d3 school work was .If ^ significant beyond the *01 
level; the other tw coifficients approached significance. * ' 

/— For urban bTack gtrls there was a fairly consistent pattern between having 



favoraible acadCTTc aT siSll nui*er of Children* 

Stating an interest ^in schM^ grades^- studying or riadlng—^ 

at home, finfshing homework^ wanting to con» to school, trying to do school work 



even when sick,^ and wanting to come, back to school after suiriTier ^cation were, all 

reTate d to ^w fgmily size ex ^ctotio ns. Jnl^ jhe c o effic ient of correlation 

for trylf^g to da schooV wof^ even wto ^ ^ sick waT rigntf leant ly f elate d v ^ * ■ 



Rural black girls showed an inconsistent pattern for expected family 'size 
TraTttTlwes^raward scnooi, une item* timshing affigned school work fTOwia"a~ 
xoefficient of correlation of .24* significant beyond the *05 leveU Indicatfrig 



that lower family exptctations were associated with favorable school attiludes. 
Another itenit agreeing that she would come ttf school If she had her way* showed 



a coefficient of *,25, significant beyond the .OS level* indicating that larger 
family size expefitations were associated with liking to come to school* 

School Grades "\ * 

A test was made of the rel-ationship between mental ability, as measured 
by the^ Otis Test of 'Mental Ability^ and family s+ie expectation^-. There wai a 
"very slight positive relatlionshlp. This suggests, then, that any differences 
In school perforniances and famny slze^expectatlons pong the girls, can .be. 
accounted for by motivation, wmingness to study, regularity of attendance \ 
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n:^fitf"i1fflitaf:'fa^^ was 

■■ - ^- ^- ■ ^ • • .« 

measured by a self-rtport of grades earaed during th# current yearp with , 



e^hafls on ttia TOternal role would have a Mfatlyt Impact school per- - " 
fonMnce andi thus * the larger- tfft ejected family size the lower the grades 
earned duning thfe current year. ^ 

^ Fortjr-three percent of Wie urban black' girls reported getting mostly 6s 
and 42 percent said they got jrost 1y Cs. Seventy percent of the*g1rls e^cpectlng 



To~Mv^ no^MTTdrenTeport^ 
3S psrcent for two children, 

children. The only girls who reported reclining mostly K'^r Fs were those 



^ who expected to have a family $i&e of two on larger,* Getting good gradef, - - 

' — or one chltrf for urban Wfack girls. ^ 

Among rural black girls, none of whom .reported^ getting mostly Ds^^Fs 

- ' ____ I 

and only a of^whM reporretf'Mst^^ oWhi p 

between family size expectations and grades in high school. Fifty-nine o/r* 



cent of the white girls reported getting mostly. Cs and 30 percent repcfrted 
mostly Bs, There was a slight negative association, that is, tha4arger the 



expected family size^the better the grades. 

T^eviewing the various educational factorSs it it noted that educational 

aspiration^ and expectations were related to family size expections for white 

^ .... . • . - = - 

liirtrglTlTr^er1i5niTreirTibOT 



talkingtabout such planSi way related for white and rural black girls, aca- 
d«nic motivation was related^for white and urban ^lack gMs while grades^ 
were related to family size for urban black girls* This is fnterpreted as 
. mild support for the position that there is a relationship between two aspects 
of girls' life plansv thil r e size goals;" 
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It isf^^ not imotdiately ap'par^at why the relationship was not consistent across ■ 
tte subgroups of white, rural. b^ack, and iirbSB black g1^ - 

_ - The df ffgrtftces iff family expectations of " the low-lnconie gl^ls can be * 



• » ....... Si,. .■ 

suilB8H2ea by iftdicating those factors found to be assocTa^fc^vrtth Tirger 



> - 



Ba ctegTOimd Facto rs " - ^ » " 

^ ^ — ♦ - ■ ^- * ^ ^ „ 

fural resldtnct (blacks only cornpared) 



lower Socioeconomic status ' ' ^ 
* father unen^loyed ^ 
J 1 ul ng ^wlih Jto th^pa rants^^^^^^^ 
niother housewlJe only {black only) 
Middle Childhood Factors 



had .not thought about future job (whitt only) 

lower prestig ^ of desired and expected occupation (white and urban 
black ^rf^y)<p 

no^t t a^ kfng t©: pa rents or others a boti t-f ti ture job^ ^ : r - - - 



Adolescent Factors 

^lowef prestfge of desffe 
not talking with parents and others about fdflure job (rural black 

and white .only) 
not knowing educational requirements of desired job 



not seeing rewards in occupational role (white only) 

wanting to remain in home community (white and rural black only). 

w a nt t ng""teH4 ¥ e 1 n a" smrl 1 ^own ( w h4te^n- Ty ) — 



would consi 



only) 
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lower educational aspiratfoiis and expectations (white and urban ^ 
- black only) 



^ higher ^ut^tlo^ asplratldns and Mpectations (rural black only) 
z z V - with parents^ and jD^ts a bottt^tducatl wal plans (irfilte 



0- 



uiiftvorable attitudes tcward school 'Mid stuc(ylng 
getting poor grades In high school (urban black only) 



Throughout this paper we have sported m the association of niflnerous 



variables with two important aspects of the life plans of girls, th|1r expt 
age at marriage and their expected family size. Because of the paucity of 



1 _risearch attention to the 11f e pi ans of rural_ youth s Mai^^ , and females, t^^ 
^Inveitlptton of expV Thr^i 
step, clearly, is to analyze the data furthtr in an effort to isolate the 
^\ most Important factors related to age at marriage and family size expectations, 



Others may want to pursue further those factors such as occupational and 



aducatioiml ^ttUudeilt^ 



size expectations or to raise age at marriage expecUtions. Still ^others 
may want- to Investigate addltional^^ — 
experiences. Whatever the specific emphasis, It is hoped that the report of 
the present research will encourage additional work on the life plans of low- 
income girls.^ 
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